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Poor waste management had significant harmful effects on 
human wellbeing

Good decisions and sound policies must be based on 
accurate and correct information

Background:
Why measuring waste is essential

Capacity-building is urgently
needed as many countries do not 
presently collect good data on 
waste.

The African Clean Cities 
Platform is a key partner in 
improving waste data in order to 
stimulate awareness and action



Waste management in the context of SDGs 
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11.6.1 Municipal solid waste

12.3.1 Food loss and waste
12.4.1 Transmitting information to MEAs
12.4.2 Hazardous waste
12.5.1 Recycling rate

14.1.1 Coastal Eutrophication and Marine Litter

17.6.1 Science / technology cooperation
17.14.1 Policy Coherence
17.18.1 National SD indicators disaggregated
17.18.2 National statistical legislation
17.18.3 National statistical plan 
17.19.1 Resources to strengthen statistical capacity



Food Loss and Food Waste

Indicator 12.3.1 
a) Global food loss index

b) Global food waste 
index

Target 12.3 
By 2030, halve per capita global food 
waste at the retail and consumer levels 
and reduce food losses along production 
and supply chains, including post-
harvest losses



Hazardous waste
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Indicator 12.4.1
Number of parties to international multilateral 
environmental agreements on hazardous waste, 
and other chemicals that meet their 
commitments and obligations in transmitting 
information as required by each relevant 
agreement 

Indicator 12.4.2 
Hazardous waste generated per capita and 
proportion of hazardous waste treated, by type 
of treatmentTarget 12.4 

By 2020, achieve the environmentally 
sound management of chemicals and 
all wastes throughout their life cycle, in 
accordance with agreed international 
frameworks, and significantly reduce 
their release to air, water and soil in 
order to minimize their adverse impacts 
on human health and the environment



Recycling
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Indicator 12.5.1
National recycling rate, 
tons of material 
recycled

Target 12.4 
By 2030, substantially 
reduce waste generation 
through prevention, 
reduction, recycling and 
reuse



Marine Litter

Indicator 14.1.1
(a) Index of coastal eutrophication 
(b) floating plastic debris densityTarget 14.1 

By 2025, prevent 
and significantly 
reduce marine 
pollution     of all 
kinds, in particular 
from land-based 
activities, including 
marine debris and 
nutrient pollution



Lessons from pilot testing in Africa
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• Intragovernmental communication gaps (between 
Agencies, Ministries) are a major challenge

• Human and financial resources are lacking to meet the SDG 
monitoring and reporting ambitions of countries

• Data from national censuses play a critical role in 
waste statistics, but they can be too infrequent

• Compositional analyses of waste serve an essential 
purpose to multiple indicators, but are rare

• Proxy indicators may need to be developed in some cases
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Without waste 
management 
infrastructure 

improvements, the 
cumulative 

quantity of plastic 
waste available to 
enter the ocean 

from land is 
predicted to 

increase by an 
order of magnitude 

by 2025.
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Thank you.
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